
 

 

 

 

 

Alberta: Living with the Land 
 

 

Tipi Project  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Objective:  

Create a three-dimensional piece of art work that uses objects found in nature and some man-made 

to create a TIPI with LANDSCAPE from the early settlers years.  The project is to portray the First 

Nations way of life in early Alberta.  

 

Materials: 

 liquid white glue  
 hot glue 
 14” x 7” piece of cardboard 
 3 wooden BBQ scewers 
 piece of unbleached cotton, cut into a 

triangle shape 
 elastic bands 
 scissors 

 clothes pins (to act as people) 
 paint 
 needle and thread (brown) 
 masking tape 

 sharpies 
 tissue paper 
 construction paper 
 items to be glued onto the cardboard to act 

as ground cover and to complete the 
landscape (moss / fake snowflakes / 
grass) 

 some of the items used by aboriginal 
people in the early years  (twigs & tiny 
branches to be trees, campfire items, 
toothpicks, tiny rocks, leather material, 
pine cones, beans) 

** be resourceful and use items you can find outside, rather than buying things** 

 

STEP 1: OUTLINE LANDSCAPE 

Materials 

 14” x 7” piece of cardboard 

 Pencil 

 Resources: Voices of Alberta, First Nations Books 

 

Process 

1. Decide on which type of landscape you would like to 

do. Think of the regions of Alberta and which First 

Nations Cultural Groups lived in those areas.  

2. Decide which season you would like to depict in 

your landcape. 

3. Using your pencil, sketch in landscape (tipi, lake, 

river, fire pit, trees, etc) 

  

STEP 2: PAINTING OUTERSHELL 

Materials 

 Paint (blue, yellow, black, red) 

 Paint brushes 

 Unbleached cotton (cut into triangles) 

 sharpies 

 

Process 

1. What you put on your tipi – symbols, shapes, colours, 

design – all has a meaning. Using what we have 



learned about pictograms choose a symbol that shows who 

you are. 

2. Paint your symbol on your tipi and use other geometric shapes 

to complete your design. 

3. Once your paint is dry, outline paint lines with permanent 

marker. 

4. Let your tipi dry very well before attaching it to your frame.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEP 3: BUILDING FRAME / APPLYING OUTERSHELL 

Materials 

 3 Wooden skewers 

 Elastic band 

 Painted outshell 

 Masking tape 

 Needle and Thread (optional) 

 Cotton Balls 

 

Process 

1. Holding skewers with pointy side down, wrap an elastic band around the top to make a tripod 

(do not wrap too tight). 

2. On the inside of the outershell, attach the skewers using masking tape to each third of the 

triangle (red lines on diagram).  

3. Tipi will naturally fold closed, use the needle and thread to sew together the top of the opening 

of the tipi. 

4. Stuff the top of the tipi with cotton balls to add shape to the tipi.  

 
 

Masking Tape 



STEP 4: APPLY LANDSCAPE 

** THIS IS THE MESSIEST PHASE, SO PLAN TO DO THIS IN LARGER CHUNKS. COVER 

DESKS WITH NEWSPAPER AND PLAN TO SWEEP FLOOR AFTER EACH SESSION ** 

Materials 

 items to be glued onto the cardboard to act as ground cover and to complete the landscape 

(moss / fake snowflakes / grass) 

 liquid white glue  

 contstruction paper (river / lake) 

 rocks, beans (for around river / pathways) 

 some of the items used by aboriginal people in the 

early years  (twigs & tiny branches to be trees, tiny 

rocks, pine cones, beans) 

 

Process 

1. Place lake or river down with construction paper, 

doesn’t need to be exact shape as you will outline with 

landscape items.  

2. Rough in pathways; be sure to fill in wholes with 

landscape materials. 

3. Use liquid white glue and paint generous amounts of 

glue onto the cardboard. Complete landscape in 

sections.  

4. Be very generous with the glue and apply a layer of 

landscape material to that area. All items will not stick the first time.  

5. Upon completetion of the first layer allow the landscape to dry. Shake cardboard to release 

any unattached materials.  

6. Repeat step 2 to any open areas.  

7. This is the most time consuming and important step. Be 

sure to cover entire cardboard with landscape materials.  

8. Apply rocks around rivers and touch up pathways. 

9. Using twigs, tiny branches, pine cones, beans, and tiny 

rocks add details to landscape to depict region.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STEP 5: ADD DETAILS TO SHOW WAY OF LIFE  

Materials 

 some of the items used by aboriginal people in the early years  

(twigs & tiny branches to be trees, 

campfire items, toothpicks, tiny rocks, 

leather material, pine cones, beans) 

 scissors 

 clothes pins (to act as people) 

 construction paper 

 white glue 

 hot glue 

 

Process 

1. Using above listed materials make a variety of items to show way of 

life of the First Nations People of Alberta. Try to complete most 

with white glue, some hot glue may be needed.  

- people: unbleached cotton, burlap, clothespins, sharpies 

- spears: toothpicks, construction paper 

- canoe: unbleached cotton, toothpicks 

- travois: draw horse, toothpicks 

- cooking tripod/meat drying rack: toothpicks, leather 

- fire pit: tiny rocks and sticks, tissue paper 

- other items: fishing rods, snowshoes, etc. 

2. After all items have been completed, hot glue items onto landscape. 

3. Lastly, glue tipi onto landscape. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TIPI & LANDSCAPE PROJECT 
 

Name____________________________________           Class: ___________ 

 

OUTLINE 

Create a three-dimensional piece of art work that uses objects found in 
nature and some man-made to create a TIPI with LANDSCAPE from the 
early settlers years.  The project is to portray the First Nations way of life in 
early Alberta.  
 

SAMPLE 

 
 

Required Elements 

  ART WORK illustrates First Nations people LIVING IN  ALBERTA  

  ART WORK is neatly presented so that the scene is a realistic model 

  ART WORK uses a variety of natural products in the landscape 

  ART WORK is creative 

  ART WORK sends a message about the First Nations people LIVING IN  

      ALBERTA in the early years 



Name____________________________________               Class: ___________ 
 

EVALUATION: TIPI & LANDSCAPE PROJECT 
 

Required Elements 
 ART WORK illustrates First Nations people LIVING IN  ALBERTA  

  ART WORK is neatly presented so that the scene is a realistic model 

  ART WORK uses a variety of natural products in the landscape 

  ART WORK is creative 

  ART WORK sends a message about the First Nations people LIVING IN ALBERTA in the early years 

CATEGORY 4  3  2  1  

HOME WORK 

RESPONSIBILITY 

Student provided all of 

the REQUIRED 

MATERIALS themselves 

for their MODEL. 

Student provided most 

of the REQUIRED 

MATERIALS themselves 

for their MODEL. 

Student provided 

some of the 

REQUIRED 

MATERIALS 

themselves for their 

MODEL. 

Student did not 

bring in any 

REQUIRED 

MATERIALS for 

their MODEL. 

REQUIRED 

ELEMENTS 

All required elements of 

the MODEL are 

included. 

Majority of the required 

elements of the MODEL 

are included. (4) 

Most (3 of the 5) 

required elements of 

the MODEL are 

included. 

Several required 

elements of the 

MODEL are 

missing (2 or 

more) . 

MEANING MODEL is highly 

effective at 

communicating a 

message about the topic 

and the message is 

clearly presented in an 

artistic manner that is 

interesting. 

MODEL is mostly 

effective at 

communicating a 

message about the topic 

and the message is 

presented in an artistic 

manner. 

MODEL is somewhat 

effective at 

communicating a 

message about the 

topic and the 

message is 

somewhat artistic. 

MODEL is not 

effective at 

communicating a 

message about 

the topic, the 

message is vague 

and limited. 

Attractiveness  - 

Layout / Design 

The MODEL assignment 

is exceptionally 

attractive in terms of 

design, layout, and 

neatness. 

The MODEL assignment 

is appealing in terms of 

design, layout and 

neatness. 

The MODEL 

assignment is 

acceptably pleasing 

though it may be a bit 

messy. 

The MODEL 

assignment is 

distractingly messy 

or very poorly 

designed. It is not 

attractive. 

Graphics - 

Relevance 

All OBJECTS are 

related to FIRST 

NATIONS PEOPLE IN 

EARLY ALBERTA and 

make it easier to 

understand their way of 

life. 

Most OBJECTS are 

related to FIRST 

NATIONS PEOPLE IN 

EARLY ALBERTA and 

most make it easier to 

understand their way of 

life. 

Some OBJECTS 

relate to t FIRST 

NATIONS PEOPLE 

IN EARLY ALBERTA 

and sort of make it 

easier to understand. 

OBJECTS ARE 

NOT RELATED 

TO FIRST 

NATIONS 

PEOPLE IN 

EARLY ALBERTA. 

TOTAL / 20 

** This assignment will be completed at school. 


